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Intro
Station Street and surrounding streets in Birmingham are an area of
overlooked architectural and cultural significance. Current plans by
Glenbrook Developers to build a 50 floor tower on the site of The Electric
Cinema threaten the heritage and cultural importance of the street. The
neglect of The Crown pub & live music venue by Toyoko Inns hoteliers and
closure of The Electric by Glenbrook mean the street is now in desparate
need of intervention by authorities. 

Sabbath Quarter is an alternative vision that celebrates the history of the
area and the Brummies who changed popular culture having cut their
teeth in its venues. Sabbath Quarter creates a new, highly visible, city
centre tourist attraction as well as providing much needed small arts
venues for Birmingham’s creative communities. It will offer significant
regeneration to an area in need of public space improvements, benefit the
economy and create jobs. ‘The Beatles Economy’ in 2016 was worth
£82.7m a year and supported 2,200 jobs in Liverpool. With Birmingham’s
rich global musical heritage across multiple genres and cultural
importance of venues on Station Street we expect similar economic
benefits to the city from building Sabbath Quarter.                                                     
                                                       
                                                       Darren John
                                                       Founder - Save Station Street Campaign



Grassroots
art at the

heart of the
city

Station Street and the surrounding area have
changed global popular culture. Today’s Brummies
are doing the same. Station Street should be a place
to showcase our history in the arts - but also give
platforms to those Brummies yet to walk through the
doors of those historic venues and be inspired to
greatness. Sabbath Quarter should be a place to
showcase the very best of our creative arts in small
grassroots venues.
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Artists Connected to Station Street
& Sabbath Quarter

Ozzy Osbourne, Tony Iommi,
Geezer Butler, Bill Ward
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Led Zeppelin
Robert Plant, John Bonham
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Artists Connected to Station Street
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Brown

Pop Will Eat Itself

& Dozens More
Actors & Musicians 

Brian
BlessedPhil Lynott, Brian Downey, Eric

Bell

John Taylor

Clint Mansell, Adam Mole,
Graham Crabb, Richard March,



Sabbath Quarter Venues
The Crown
The Electric

The Old Rep
The Victoria

Grade II listed music venue and pub. Birthplace
of Black Sabbath & Heavy Metal, Judas Priest,
Robert Plant, GBH, Henry’s Blues House & more

UK’s oldest working cinema (1909). Tells the
history of UK Cinema in Art-Deco 
surroundings. Birmingham’s roles in cinema
development are of national importance

UK’s oldest reperatory theatre - luminaries
include Sir Barry Jackson, Laurence Olivier,
Brian Cox, Brian Blessed, Toyah Willcox & more.
Of national importance to history of UK theatre

19th Century Grade II listed theatre pub linked
to The Alexandra Theatre. Hugely loved venue
hosting variety of music, comedy and nightlife



Sabbath Quarter Proposed Venues
Brummie 
Sounds  Hotel
Museum of 
Rock

Osbourne Park

Hancock’s 
Comedy Club

Built on NCP Car Park - a music related hotel
outside New St. Station paying homage to
legends of Birmingham Music on Suffolk St.

A dedicated museum to the sounds of Sabbath,
Judas Priest and guitar music that they inspired.
Celebrating the lives & achievements of Ozzy,
Iommi & Co. Housing The Osbourne Collection

A small park on the Bloc Hotels vacant land
opposite The Crown that houses a permanent
Ozzy the Bull and small but green meeting
place in the city

Replacing some of the vacant upstairs units on
Station Street. The city can finally pay true,
and long overdue homage to comedy great
Tony Hancock



Sabbath Quarter Improvements

Midland Telephone Exchange
TK Maxx Blank Canvas

Both sites have excellent potential as a blank
canvas for street art that brings colour to
Sabbath Quarter through public art including
huge murals of some of the people associated
with the area

Public Realm & 
Traffic Calming

The area is currently far too traffic heavy.
Proposals include full or partial
pedestrianisation, limiting traffic to Buses &
deliveries, limited vehicular access to certain
roads within the area

Hinckley Street
Plans should be put in place to improve the
street safety and quality of provision on
Hinckley Street which is currently a ‘dead zone’



Sabbath Quarter Improvements

Connectivity to 
John Bright Street

The improvements will give greater cohesion to
the flow and commercial bar and nightlife
areas of John Bright Street, Hill Street and
Station Street

Genting Casino &
The Railway Pub

Consideration should be given to including and
working with the Genting Casio to improve the
outer facing aspects and The Railway Pub
situated on the basement/ground level - or
turning it into a city center major
entertainment venue

A version of the WHSmith Frontage on Station
Street, lost in the 1940 Blitz, should be
recreated where the two replacements stand
between The Electric & The Crown

WHSmith on 
Station Street



Sabbath Quarter Finance
The Midlands Music Heritage Economy
A 2016 report into Liverpool’s ‘Beatles Economy’ worked out that Beatles related heritage contributed £82.7m
per annum to the Liverpool economy and directly supported 2,300+ jobs. Birmingham’s current music heritage
industry contributes virtually zero to the local economy. 

While The Beatles are the single biggest band of all time - Birmingham and the surrounding areas have had a
huge impact across multiple genres with the likes of Black Sabbath, UB40, ELO, Beverley Knight, Wizzard, The
Streets, Duran Duran, Slade, Dexy’s Midnight Runners, Apache Indian, The Move, Editors, Steve Winwood, Ruby
Turner, The Moody Blues, Bentley Rythm Ace, Ocean Colour Scene, Musical Youth and many more. This means
Birmingham has a unique multi-genre offer.

The planned 50 floor tower on the site of The Electric means this unique quarter could be imminently lost to
residential flats. Scuppering the development of a vibrant multi-million pound West Midlands musical heritage
industry centred around a train station with 30.7 million passengers annually and a uniquely historic Station
Street combining iconic theatre, music and film history in one 200m stretch. Surrounded by under-developed
land over the last two decades in Birmingham city centre ripe for improvement.
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